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To the question of whether the statisti- 
cal methods in parapsychology are re- 
liable, one of the best brief answers is 
to call attention to the statistical editors 
of the Journal of ee Dr. 
J. A. Greenwood 
and Dr. T. N. E. 
Greville. Since all@ 
articles in the 
Journal that involve 
statistics are 
viewed by both of & 
these statistical edi- 
tors before publica- 3 
tion, this informa- 
tion should be re- 
assuring. 

However, it is 
not to be expected P®: J- A. GREENWooD 
that all our readers are familiar with the 
history of this unique safeguarding fea- 
ture of the Journal. Undoubtedly no serv- 
ice more valuable has been rendered para- 
psychology throughout its development 

‘than that which Dr. Greenwood and Dr. 
Greville have performed. Accordingly, 
they and their relation to the Journal of 
Parapsychology merit a word of introduc- 
tion. 

The period involved actually goes back 
many years. Dr. Greenwood became 
statistical editor in 1942 and Dr. Greville 
in 1945, and since those dates the connec- 
tion has remained unbroken. But the 
contributions of these men to the Journal 
precede their official affiliation with it by 
several years. Dr. Greenwood first pub- 
lished in the Journal in September, 1937, 
and Dr. Greville in March, 1938. In 
fact, both, in their attention to their edi- 
torial work, have contributed many pa- 
pers, major and minor, to it. Dr. Green- 
wood’s name appears on the author’s list 
thirteen times and Dr. Greville’s eight. 

It is interesting, too, the way both men 
came into prominence in parapsychology. 


The Statistical Editors of The Journal 


In 1937 Dr. Greenwood, who had already 
become a consultant to the Parapsychol- 
ogy Laboratory at Duke, received nation- 
wide attention for his massive empirical 
test of the mathematical methods of the 

‘ESP research. His 
checked series in- 
Volved 500,000 
matchings and his 
analyses served to 
give added assur- 
ance to uneasy 
minds that the 
methods in use 
were sound. 

im: 19398). Dr 
Greville, who had 
already taken up 
the cudgels for the 
ESP mathematics while at the University 
of Michigan, appeared on the symposium 
on ESP held by the American Psycholog- 
ical Association at its annual meeting at 
Columbus. In his paper he reviewed the 
methods used in the statistics of ESP, 
answered criticisms that had been made, 
and contributed much to the decisive sig- 
nificance of that occasion. 

But it has not been only through the 
Journal that Drs. Greenwood and Gre- 
ville have been rendering aid to parapsy- 
chology. Greenwood was one of the five 
editors of Extrasensory Perception After 
Sixty Years (1940), having contributed 
the chapter on mathematics and the sta- 
tistical appendices. Both Greenwood and 
Greville have been acknowledged by the 
authors of various books and articles as 
the authorities who checked upon the 
statistical aspects of the work. Such ac- 
knowledgments will be found in ESP 
and Personality Patterns by Schmeidler 
and McConnell as well as in Parapsy- 
chology, Frontier Science of the Mind 
by Rhine and Pratt. 


DR. T. N. E. GREVILLE 
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While some of the 21 articles and notes 
by Drs. Greenwood and Greville in the 
Journal are devoted to clarifying the 
techniques used in parapsychology (for 
example, “Mathematical Techniques Used 
in ESP Research,” by Greenwood and 
Stuart, October, 1937), others are origi- 
nal contributions, useful to the psi investi- 
gations. For example, in the March, 
1938, issue of the Journal there appeared 
both Greville’s “Exact Probabilities for 
the Matching Hypothesis” and Green- 
wood’s “Variance of the ESP Call 
Series.” Both men have at times also 
written reviews of mathematics used in 
ESP research (Greenwood in December, 
1942, and Greville 1:. March, 1949). 

Dr. Greenwood, after receiving the 
Ph.D. in Mathematics from the Univer- 
sity of Missouri in 1931, taught mathe- 
matics at Duke University until 1942 
and thereafter, during the period of 
World War II, served (with the rank of 
Commander ) in a scientific capacity with 
the U. S. Navy. From 1946 to 1957 he 
was statistical consultant to the Bureau 
of Aeronautics of the Navy Department 
in Washington. Since then he has been 
Chief Mathematician in the Directorate 
of Targets, Assistant Chief of Staff, Air 
Intelligence. 

Dr. Greville received the Ph.D. de- 
gree in Mathematics from the University 
of Michigan in 1933, did actuarial work 
with a Washington insurance firm up to 
1937, and thereafter, until 1940, taught at 
the University of Michigan. Since 1940 
he has held various actuarial and statisti- 
cal positions in the Federal government. 
From 1954 to 1958 he was Assistant 
Chief Actuary of, the Social Security Ad- 
ministration. At present he is Chief 
Mathematician, Operational Mathematics 
Branch, Office of the Quartermaster 
General. 

Both men are members of the Institute 
of Mathematical Statistics (among other 
organizations) and are listed in American 
Men of Science. 

The advantage of having the expert 
and practical aid of two such mathema- 
ticians, men whose interest in the field is 
sufficient to lead them to contribute these 
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many years of unremunerated service, 
yet such as to leave them in a position of 
nonadvocacy and detachment, has prob- 
ably seldom if ever been equaled in the 
development of a branch of science. 

The revolutionary character of the 
work in parapsychology was such as to 
cast an unprecedented cloud of doubt and 
contention over the field. Mathematical 
methods that would ordinarily have passed 
unnoticed became suspect simply because 
the conclusions reached by means of them 
were so radical in nature. Fortunately 
the action at an early stage by outstanding 
mathematicians such as the late Profes- 
sor Edward V. Huntington (see Bulle- 
tin No. 47), followed by the long-con- 
tinued guidance by Drs. Greenwood and 
Greville, freed parapsychology in Ameri- 
ca from serious controversial difficulties 
concerning its mathematics. It is because 
of the combined efforts of them all that 
we can today, with confidence as well 
as appreciation, repeat the words with 
which Professor Huntington closed his 
article in The American Scholar (Spring, 
1938): “If Mathematics has  success- 
fully disposed of the hypothesis of chance, 
what has Psychology to say about the 
hypothesis of FSP?” 


The Parapsychological 
Association 


The Second Annual Convention of the 
P.A. was held on September 10-12 at the 
Hotel Martinique in New York City. 
Abstracts of the papers delivered, along 
with the address in full of the retiring 
president, Dr. Gertrude R. Schmeidler, 
will appear in the December number of 
the Journal of Parapsychology. The 
Parapsychology Foundation, which 
brought over the dinner speaker, Dr. 
Robert H. Thouless, from England for 
the occasion, has already published his 
address in its Newsletter. 

Those in attendance at these meetings, 
both officers and others, seem to feel that 
the program indicates sound and healthy 
progress within the organization. Of the 
22 papers given (in addition to the Sym- 
posium on Parapsychology and Psychi- 
atry and the two addresses) 17 dealt with 


experimental work. This emphasis on 
research in so young a scientific profes- 
sional organization is a promising one. 

Although the U. S. was naturally better 
represented on the program and in at- 
tendance, five of the research papers as 
well as the invited address (by Dr. 
Thouless of Cambridge University) were 
submitted by members of other countries. 
Thus the P.A. is what it was intended to 
be, an international group. 

For a society which numbers slightly 
more than 100 members and associates, 
the production of a program of this mag- 
nitude is a creditable accomplishment. 
Symposia Including 

Parapsychology 


In a seminar under the general title 
“Science and the Spiritual Nature of 
Man,” sponsored by the Laymen’s Move- 
ment for a Christian World, at Wain- 
wright House, Rye, N. Y., on October 
24-26, 1958 (but only recently reported), 
parapsychology was represented by two 
discussants, Dr. Carroll B. Nash of St. 
Joseph’s College, Philadelphia, and Dr. 
Gertrude R. Schmeidler of City College, 
New York. Dr. Nash, in response to a 
lecture given (on the general subject of 
the symposium) by Canon Charles E. 
Raven, Chaplain to the Royal Family of 
England, discussed the relation of para- 
psychology to the spiritual nature of man. 
Dr. Schmeidler presented her discussion 
in response to an address by Dr. William 
E. Hocking, formerly Professor of Phi- 
losophy at Harvard (also on the general 
subject ). 

In India, two symposia that will in- 
clude parapsychology are being organized 
for the latter part of December of this 
year. One of these, on the subject of re- 
ligion and parapsychology, is being held 
simultaneously with the Indian Philoso- 
phy Congress at Cuttack. The other, at 
the invitation of Bombay University, is 
being held under the heading “Science 
and Parapsychology” simultaneously with 
the forty-seventh session of the Indian 
Science Congress and has been incor- 
porated as part of its program. The Seth 
Sohan Lal Memorial Institute of Para- 
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psychology has been active in aiding in 
the organizing of these symposia. 


Student Interest 


The future of research in parapsychol- 
ogy depends mainly on the students of to- 
day. There has recently been a notable 
increase in the number of students in- 
quiring about the field, how to experi- 
ment in it, what training is needed, and 
where study in parapsychology can be 
pursued. This correspondence with stu- 
dents is paralleled also by an increase in 
lecture invitations from the colleges and 
universities. 

At first, these bids came almost wholly 
from student organizations and from 
smaller institutions, but slowly the de- 
partments of psychology and the larger 
universities have been drawn into an ac- 
tive part in arranging such talks. 

These developments remind us again 
of the growing need for scholarships, 
courses of study, research centers, and 
other aids for the advancing and matur- 
ing scientific field of parapsychology. 


Personnel 


Miss Margaret Anderson has resigned 
from the Parapsychology Laboratory at 
Duke University, where she was Ralph 
Drake Perry Fellow in Parapsychology, 
to pursue graduate study in the Depart- 
ment of Education at the University of 
Pittsburgh. She is now Research Fellow 
in Psychological Physics in the Depart- 
ment of Biophysics. 

Dr. Rena J. Ratte, who received the 
doctorate from the Department of Philos- 
ophy at Duke University in June, has be- 
come Ralph Drake Perry Fellow in Para- 
psychology in the Laboratory at Duke. 

Mr. Haakon Forwald, electrical en- 
gineer of Ludvika, Sweden, visited the 
Biophysics Department of the University 
of Pittsburgh for a month, beginning in 
mid-September, in order to co-operate in 
experimental work with Dr. R. A. Mc- 
Connell. 

Mr. Stephen I. Abrams, President of 
the Parapsychology Society of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago, who has been a Visit- 
ing Research Fellow in Parapsychology 
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at the Duke Laboratory since September 
15, has been granted $750 by the Bollin- 
gen Foundation of New York to visit 
Professor C. G. Jung’s Institute in 


Ziirich for study and for the delivery of 
two lectures on parapsychology. 


Publications 

Books. A book that should have been 
mentioned years ago but is still news- 
worthy to students of parapsychology is 
Professor W. I. B. Beveridge’s -The Art 
of Scientific Investigation (W. W. Nor- 
ton, New York). It is not only rich in 
the knowledge of the “art” but also in 
the wisdom of its use. His one para- 
graph on ESP reads: 

“The work of some psychologists on 


extrasensory perception and precognition 


may be a present-day example of a dis- 
covery before its time. Most scientists 
have difficulty in accepting the conclusions 
of these workers despite the apparently 
irrefutable evidence, because the conclu- 
sions cannot be reconciled with the pres- 
ent knowledge of the physical world.” 

As the thirty-second volume in the 
Modern Psychology Series of the Swed- 
ish Publishing House, Natur och Kultur, 
a book has appeared under the title Para- 
psykologi by Birger Quarnstroém. This 
work discusses the field mainly in terms 
of two concepts, the unconscious and te- 
lepathy. Chief among the studies em- 
phasized are the Patience Worth case and 
Dr. Soal’s Gordon Davis case, both com- 
ing under the broad heading of medium- 
ship. In its historical survey the book 
reviews the impressions with regard to 
parapsychical occurrences expressed by 
philosophers such as Hegel and Fichte 
and literary figures such as Goethe, Bal- 
zac, and Hugo. 

An interesting, but little known book by 
the late Dr. Hans Berger has just come 
to light. It is entitled Psyche and was 
published in 1940 by Gustav Fischer in 
Jena, Germany. Dr. Berger is the dis- 
coverer of brain waves, the electrical im- 
pulses in the cortex, originally known as 
Berger rhythms, which are recorded by 
the electroencephalograph. 


This book is a review of several theo- 
ries about the telepathic process, includ- 
ing the view that the transmission of in- 
formation is due to the brain waves of 
the agent. Berger discounts this hypoth- 
esis since these electrical impulses cannot 
span the distances involved in telepathy 
cases. Instead, he proposes that a trans- 
formation process in the cortex creates a 
psychical energy which can be propagated 
through space and influence other brains. 
This energy is thought of as possessing 
physical properties, perhaps being similar 
to the Hertzian (i.e., electromagnetic) 
waves. 

It is planned to bring the contents of 
the book to the attention of American 
readers either through translation or a 
lengthy review. 


Periodicals. In the American Psychol- 
ogist for September, Dr. J. C. Crum- 
baugh, under the title “ESP and Flying 
Saucers,” combined a lament and a chal- 
lenge. He has not obtained significant 
results in his own ESP tests and there- 
fore remains unconvinced. He challenges 
the Duke Laboratory to design a research 
series to be carried out by many experi- 
mental psychologists to see whether a 
majority succeed. J. B. Rhine replied 
that a majority vote is not a scientific 
criterion, that ESP success is not ready 
for a systematic prediction under present 
conditions. He explained how one prop- 
erly should make up his mind about a new 
research area such as ESP. 


Deceased 


The Reverend G. Maurice Elliott, 
Honorary Secretary of The Churches’ 
Fellowship for Psychical Study in Eng- 
land, died June 28, at the age of 75. Mr. 
Elliott was an acknowledged leader in 
the effort to interest the churches in the 
field of parapsychology. The Fellowship 
owed much to his leadership. Among his 
books were The Psychic Life of Jesus 
and a volume published only this year, 
The Bible as Psychic History. He is 
succeeded in the secretaryship by the 
Reverend Bertram E. Woods. 
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